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Plan Summary 
 

Mission Statement: Our Mission is to reduce the incidence, prevalence, costs, and 

consequences of alcohol and other drug use and abuse in Pike County, so as to improve the quality 

of life for all citizens. Our mission can be accomplished through the efforts of citizens working 

together in a comprehensive manner involving all elements of our respective communities.  

 

History: In the summer of 1990, the Pike County Commission to End Drug Abuse (CEDA) was 

formed in response to the Governor's Commission for a Drug-Free Indiana. We achieved not-for-

profit status March 1, 1992.  

 

As a rural community, we have limited resources, fiscal and human. The work done at CEDA is 

mainly volunteer. CEDA was organized to represent persons of all ages and sectors of Pike 

County. This community effort involves local law enforcement agencies, schools, faith leaders, 

treatment providers, businesses, and community organizations. 

 

The geographical area covered by the Pike County CEDA is located is southwestern Indiana. The 

county population is 12,683 (U.S. census) with approximately 5,272 households. There are nine 

townships in this rural county with most of the residents living in the three townships of Jefferson, 

Patoka, and Washington. The city of Petersburg serves as the county seat. 

 

The county has one high school (Pike Central High School) and one middle school (Pike Central 

Middle School) which share a single campus. There are three elementary schools (Petersburg, 

Otwell, and Winslow). All Pike County schools share one busing system. 

 

There are no hospitals in the county, forcing residents to travel to surrounding counties to receive 

hospital care. There are three primary healthcare clinics in Pike County, and one employer 

(Buchta) has an on-site clinic. Part time local mental health programs are available through 

Mulberry Center in Evansville (1 hour drive), Southern Hills in Jasper (20 minute drive), Tulip 

Tree in Ft. Branch (30 minute drive), and Samaritan Center in Vincennes (30 minute drive). Pike 

County Lighthouse Recovery Center and Mt. Pisgah provide12-step faith-based programs. The 

Pike County Special Education program refers to Southern Hills and Samaritan Center. 

 

While 84.4% of the county is a high school graduate or higher, only 9.9% have earned a Bachelor's 

degree or higher. As a result, the county median household income of $40,760 is well below the 

statewide median income of $48,374 (U.S. census). The average communte to work is 26 minutes. 

The overwhelming majority of the county is employed in a factory setting or farming. 
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Summary of the Comprehensive Community Plan:   
Pike County Commission to End Drug Abuse (CEDA) organizes community meetings to educate 

the members of the community about the comprehensive planning process, how they can become 

involved, and to gather input for community needs assessment. CEDA also conducts an annual 

survey of a cross-section of various community members to determine public opinion and attitudes 

about ATOD issues in Pike County. Survey results are used to form Problem Statements and direct 

the focus of CEDA’s activities each year. Each CEDA member is tasked with obtaining surveys 

from at least 5 community members; individuals who took the survey in 2014 represented 

healthcare professionals, educators, business professionals, administrators, community organizers, 

coal miners, and retirees with an average age of 47. 

 

Members of the CEDA Board represent Justice, Prevention and Treatment agencies, as well as 

businesses, organizations, and other sectors of the community. Grant proposals are submitted on a 

monthly basis to the Pike County CEDA Board. The proposals are assessed based on the quality of 

the proposal, past performance (if program is currently funded) and how well they fit with the 

problem statement as defined in the comprehensive planning process. The Board of Directors then 

makes funding recommendations and vote for approval. After approval is granted, the Board 

awards recipients their grants to be used for approved purposes. 
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Membership List 
 

County LCC Name:  

# Name Organization Race Gender Category 
1 Charles Baumgart Petersburg Police 

Chief  

W M Law 

Enforcement 

2 Jeremy Britton Pike County 

Sheriff 

W M Law 

Enforcement 

3 Charles Barr Resource Office, 

Pike Central 

Schools 

W M Education  

4 Kent Soderling  Pike County 

Lighthouse 

Recovery Center 

W M Treatment 

5 Donna Poehlein Business owner W F Community/ 

Business 

6 Bill Gadberry  ISP W M Law 

Enforcement 

7 Jeff Boger  Pike County 

Sheriff’s Deputy 

W M Law 

Enforcement 

8 Suzanne Blake Superintendent 

Pike County 

School Corp.  

W M Education 

9 Nichole Nalley Pike Central 

Middle School 

SADD Sponsor 

W F Education 

10 Sally Petty, LLC 

Coordinator, 

CEDA 

Local 

Coordinating 

Counsel 

W F Government 

11 Darlene Decker Purdue Extension W F Education 

12 Alicia Church Pike Co. Chamber 

of Commerce 

W F Business 

13 Amy Gladish Pike Co. Health 

Department 

W F Healthcare 

14 Bob Shepherd Lighthouse 

Recovery Center 

W M Treatment 

15 Christy Crow Pike Central 

Schools 

W F Education 

16 Marcia Hill Pike Central High 

School Nurse 

W F Education 

17 Toni Sollman Pike Central High 

School 

W F Education 

18 Robin Boyd Mt. Pisgah 

Church, Celebrate 

Recovery 

W F Treatment 
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19 Mike Willis Petersburg Police 

Department 

W M Law 

Enforcement 

20 Kent Johnson Pike County 

Sheriff’s 

Department 

W M Law 

Enforcement 

21 Chad Tharp Sheriff’s 

Department 

W M Law 

Enforcement 

22 Darren McDonald Prosecutor’s office W M Law 

Enforcement 

23 Tracey Hopf Partnerships for 

Success 

W F Treatment, 

Prevention/ 

Education 

24 Gwen Siekman Tobacco 

Prevention and 

Cessation 

W F Treatment, 

Prevention/ 

Education 

25 Chad Whitehead Pike County 

school corp. 

W M Prevention/ 

Education 
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A. Problem Statement #1: There is a problem with the youth of Pike County using alcohol, 

tobacco, and other drugs, as determined by 2014 community survey. (See data below.)  
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B. Supportive Data:  

1. Six youth were arrested on drug-related charges in 2013, according to the Pike County 

Probation Office.  

2. The Pike County Sheriff’s Department made 9 arrests for minor consumption of alcohol in 

2013. 

3. Zero students were expelled from Pike Central Middle and High School for drug-related 

incidents at school in 2013, according to the Pike Central superintendent. 

4. Fourteen juveniles were put on probation for drug and alcohol related issues in 2013, according 

to the Probation Office. 

5. Probation referred 16 youth for treatment in 2013. Referrals are made to the Good Samaritan 

Center in Vincennes, Ind. 

6. Ten juveniles participated in the Tobacco Education Group (TEG) intervention program in 

2013, and 70% quit or reduced tobacco use. 

7. According to the 2011 ATOD survey, 4.8% of 6
th

 graders; 6.3% of 8
th

 graders; 17.6% of 10
th

 

graders; 26.5% of 11
th

 graders smoked cigarettes in 2011. This is the most recent data available 

at this time. 

8. According to the 2011 ATOD survey, .7% of 6
th

 graders; 6.3% of 8
th

 graders; 11.8% of 10
th

 

graders; and13.3% of 11
th

 graders used spit tobacco. This is the most recent data available at 

this time. 

9. According to the 2011 survey, 10.2% of 6
th

 graders; 12.5% of 8
th

 graders; 26.1% of 10
th

 

graders; and 34.5% of 11
th

 graders used alcohol. This is the most recent data available at this 

time. 

10. According to the 2011 survey, .7% of 6
th

 graders; 3.1% of 8
th

 graders; 15.1% of 10
th

 graders; 

and 12.4% of 11
th

 graders used marijuana. This is the most recent data available at this time. 

11. According to the 2011 survey, 1.4% of 6
th

 graders; 3.1% of 8
th

 graders; 4.2% of 10
th

 graders; 

and 2.7% of 11
th

 graders abused OTC drugs in 2011. This is the most recent data available at 

this time. 

12. According to the 2011 survey, 1.4% of 6
th

 graders; 1.6% of 8
th

 graders; 6.7% of 10
th

 graders; 

and 3.5% of 11
th

 graders abused prescription drugs. This is the most recent data available at 

this time. 

 

End Year 1 Update: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

End of Year 2 Update: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Final Update (end of Year 3): 

1. 

2. 

3.     
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C. Goals: 

  

1. Fewer Pike County youth will abuse substances resulting in positive changes in the supportive 

data shown above and other indicators related to substance abuse. 

 

Benchmarks end of year one: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Benchmarks end of year two: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Benchmarks end of year three: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

 

D. Objectives: 

 

1. Support prevention/education programs provided through the schools and other community 

organizations, with an emphasis on proven prevention strategies. 

2. Increase general public awareness of local issues related to substance abuse reduction efforts 

and programs through the support and provision of education and awareness related activities. 

3. Support the procurement of innovative and appropriately related equipment, training, overtime, 

staffing, and materials to aid law enforcement agencies in addressing alcohol, tobacco and drug 

related issues with youth. 

4. Support referral and treatment services for youth. This may include the local court, probation 

and other agencies that encounter or are involved with youth having ATOD related issues. 

      

 

End of Year 1 Objective Updates: 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 

End of Year 2 Objective Updates: 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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4. 

 

 

Final Report (end of Year 3): 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.
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A. Problem Statement #2:  There is a problem with the adults of Pike County using alcohol, 

tobacco, and other drugs as determined by 2014 community survey. (See data below.) 
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B. Supportive Data:  

1. Indiana State Police seized 4 methamphetamine labs in Pike County in 2013. 

2. The Pike County Sheriff’s Department made 12 meth-related arrests in 2013. 

3. The Pike County Sheriff’s Department made 9 marijuana-related arrests in 2013. 

4. The Pike County Sheriff’s Department made 48 drunk driving arrests in 2013. 

5. Four people were charged with prescription drug related crimes in 2013, according to the Pike 

County Sheriff’s Department. 

6. The activities of the Pike County Special Response Team resulted in 41 drug-related arrests in 

2013 as well as the seizure of several grams of methamphetamine, marijuana, paraphernalia, 

bath salts, steroids, prescription drugs, weapons, and 1 clandestine methamphetamine lab 

which could have produced several ounces of finished product. 

7. According to the Indiana Traffic Safety Facts, a total of 11 drivers were involved in alcohol-

related crashes in 2012. Of those, 1 crash resulted in a fatality, and 7 resulted in non-fatal 

injuries. 

8. Five people graduated from the 12-step recovery program at Lighthouse Recovery Center in 

2013. 

9. Four people completed the Celebrate Recovery program at Mt. Pisgah Church in 2013. 

10. According to Indiana State Department of Health – Tobacco Prevention and Cessation 

Commission data, 20.8% of pregnant women in Pike County smoked in 2013, compared to the 

state average of 16.6%. 

11. The overall adult smoking rate was 18.4% in 2013 compared to the state average of 24%. 

12. Pike County ranked 67
th

 out of 92 counties in the County Health Rankings Report for 2013. 

Some risk factors contributing to this poor ranking included poor adult health, low birth weight 

babies, adult smoking, and alcohol-impaired driving deaths. 

 

End of Year 1 Update: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

End of Year 2 Update: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Final Update (end of Year 3): 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

C. Goals: 

  

     1. Fewer Pike County adults will abuse substances resulting in positive changes in the 

supportive data shown above and other indicators related to substance abuse.  

   

Benchmarks End of Year One 

1.  

2. 



Comprehensive Community Plan                     12 
 

 

3. 

 

Benchmarks End of Year Two 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Benchmarks end of year three: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

D. Objectives: 

 

1. Encourage the facilitation of referrals for treatment for individuals identified with alcohol, 

tobacco, and drug abuse related issues. 

2. Support the development of intervention services for individuals, including staff training, 

educational materials purchases, and other program development support type activities 

that help facilitate the counseling and intervention process. 

3. Provide appropriate equipment, materials, overtime, and training for local law enforcement 

agencies for programs/services related to the misuse and abuse of alcohol and other drugs. 

4. Provide support materials and awareness information materials and supplies for alcohol, 

tobacco, and drug awareness prevention and education programming.       

  

 

End of Year 1 Objective Updates: 

 

1. 

2. 

3.  

 

End of Year 2 Objective Updates: 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Final Report (end of Year 3): 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Next Annual Update Due:  June 2015 

 

Next Comprehensive Community Plan Due:  June 2017 
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Disclaimer: 
 

You agree that the information provided within this Plan is subject to the following Terms and 

Conditions. These Terms and Conditions may be modified at any time and from time to time; the 

date of the most recent changes or revisions will be established by the Commission and sent 

electronically to all Local Coordinating Councils. 

 
Terms and Conditions: 

 

The information and data provided is presented as factual and accurate. I hereby acknowledge that 

I can be asked to submit proper documentation regarding the data submitted within the Plan. 

Failure to do so could result in a “denied approval” by the Commission under IC 5-2-6-16. 

 

The Local Drug Free Communities Fund must be spent according to the goals identified within the 

plan. I hereby acknowledge that I can be asked to submit proper documentation regarding funds 

that are collected, allocated, and disbursed within the county.  Failure to do so could result in a 

“denied approval” by the Commission under IC 5-2-6-16.  

 
 
            Initials:  SJP,  

Sally J. Petty 

06/30/2014 

 


